2020 CRA FOUNDATION

scholarship program
CRAF awarded $109,000 in co-branded scholarships to 35 students.
Let’s hear what our scholars have to say:
Amalia Van Peborgh
GROSSMONT COLLEGE, EL CAJON

At my high school we have culinary classes that use ProStart curriculum, both were
taught by my absolute favorite teacher, Ms. Hartung. Without her, I doubt I would be
on this path towards becoming a Pastry Chef as she is so encouraging and engaging
in her teaching. I can’t wait to begin my journey!

San Diego Community Colleges Scholarship

Andrew Moreno
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Organizations such as CRAF became an integral part of my high school experience and
my life, presenting me with the opportunity to compete rigorous culinary/management
competitions, network with industry professionals, and volunteer for many hospitality
related events. I can confidently say that I would not be where I am without CRAF.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship

Austin January
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS

I found my passion for restaurant work at the Orange County School of the Arts.
Completing the culinary arts program at OCSA fueled my love for cooking, service
to others, and working with classmates. Great food is central to my being. I want to
use my cooking experience to introduce people to new cultures and cuisines.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship

Benjamin Williams
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, CHICO

My Educational and Career Goals are always growing. CSU Chico has helped
me realize I don’t just want a career in resort management, I want a career in
Hospitality. Bringing people together, making them happy, and delivering a
meaningful experience.

Casey Burke Scholarship
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Cassandra Monterrosa
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

My culinary class introduced me to the various jobs in the industry by taking us to
a hospitality conference. In addition, Prostart Cup Competition helped me realize
my joy of serving people, as we always have the judges in mind. I have been able to
translate this into my future goal of giving guests the best experience they can have.

Don + Dolly Karcher Scholarship Fund, M. Dariotis Scholarship, San Diego County Chapter Endowment
Thomas + Jenny Fat Endowment, BJ’s Special Awards

Drake Rubalcava
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

CRAF has played a vital role in my life, from giving me opportunities to learn about
the industry, volunteer at various events, and the financial help that has been given
in the previous years. It has afforded me the opportunity to focus on my education
so I can be prepared to enter the workforce once I graduate.

Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund, RARE Endowment, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Emily Mize
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

This industry is a combination of the things I love most in life—people, food, and
memorable experiences. I love being able to eat and fellowship with my family,
which is a large reason why I love the restaurant industry. It is a place that brings
friends and family together and can provide them with many joys and memories.

Keurig Dr Pepper Fund, CRA North State Endowment, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Hannah MacDonald
CORNELL UNIVERSITY

I love being pampered but even more so, I love spoiling others. It has been a
passion of mine since I was a child: I would (and still will) do anything to put
a smile on a sad friend’s face. I realized I wanted to help others have the same
experience. A career in the hospitality industry seemed like a natural fit.

David C Tallichet, Jr. / Specialty Restaurants Corp (SRC) Scholarship, Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund,
CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Kaileen Kuwae
CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, GREYSTONE

I chose a path in culinary arts because I knew I needed to find a career in which I could
say, “I love my job!”, and I strongly believe that dream revolves around the culinary world.
I genuinely enjoy every part of it, from learning about the history of different cultural
foods to learning new culinary techniques to seeing the smile food puts on people’s face.

Kieran Collins “Casey” Burke Scholarship Endowment, Mark Giovanini Scholarship Fund
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Karla Campos
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

The Culinary Careers Academy was the steppingstone to realizing how the
Hospitality Industry was the industry I wanted to be a part of. What most impacted
me was participating in the CRAF’s Pro-Start Cup for Management. This is where I
was able to put my leadership, public speaking, and organizational skills to the test.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship

Katie Derr
UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS

I have been in the culinary arts and hospitality industry since I was 14 years old.
ProStart really opened the door for me to pursue hospitality. After having to step
away from UNLV for a little bit, my journey back to campus would not have been
possible without receiving scholarships to help fund my education.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship

Katie Lee
CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA, HYDE PARK

All the opportunities through ProStart at OCSA - competitions, outside events,
my internship, meeting people from the industry - have given me the freedom to
know what I want to pursue: a career in Baking & Pastry; my dream since I was six
years old.

CRA Monterey Chapter & Central Valley Endowment, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Kayla Taliaferro
SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

Studying Hospitality at San Diego State allows me to gain an exquisite education
from one of the best Hospitality schools in the nation. I learn so much in my leadership
and creativity classes taught by experienced Hospitality professionals. I am so thankful
for the opportunity to gain valuable experience while obtaining my degree.

San Diego County Chapter Endowment/Thomas + Jenny Fat Endowment, Chapters General Fund,
CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Madeline Cervantes
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

I fell in love with being in the kitchen without even realizing it when I would spend days
cooking and baking with my grandmother. Now, I donate cookies from my business to
Icing Smiles, a program that sends cookies to children in the hospital. I enjoy knowing
that I can help bring a smile to those who are going through difficult times.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship
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Mckenna Voisin
NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

Hospitality means so much to me and has shaped me as a person. I am so thankful for
the opportunity to be a part of this amazing organization, and I hope I can continue to
grow through the foundation. I am beyond honored for this award and cannot express
enough how thankful I am for their investment in my educational dreams.

CRA Orange County Chapter Endowment, Galardi Group Inc. Scholarship,
Rolf Lewis CCA Scholarship Fund

Ryder Ortiz
MT. SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE

With the privilege of participating in the ProStart Culinary program, I learned this is
the only profession for me. I love this industry because the paths are endless. I’m in
love with brigade, the sense of order and how everything needs to be correct. You will
never stop learning, or finding new ways to do something you already know how to do.

BJ’s Special Awards

Ruth Kent
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

I have chosen to pursue a career in the hospitality industry after gaining experience
in the culinary program at my high school. I competed in the ProStart Culinary
Cup as a team manager and am now majoring in Hospitality Management. This
scholarship would help relieve financial burdens throughout my time in college.

Wendy Armour Scholarship, CRA Sacramento Chapter Endowment, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Sara Daniel
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

I’m a first-generation college student & I want to make a change in my family, while
also furthering my education in something that I love. Getting this scholarship will
allow me to continue working at my current restaurant job, and the extra money will
allow me save for a safer car, and pay for my tuition for the next academic year.

The Guy Fieri CWK Scholarship

Sara Siu
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

I want to work in this industry I have always loved and make people happy. Every
person that walks through the door is an opportunity that I get to make someone’s
day better. Through my experiences in college, high school, and volunteering for
CRAF, I have determined that the hospitality industry is where I want to be.

Balestreri + Cutino Scholarship Fund, CRA Los Angeles Chapter Endowment,
CRA Building Scholarship Fund
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Sidney Reed
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

As a ProStart Cup alum, I’ve gained skills I use to this day, such as teamwork, leadership,
a sense of urgency, and being proactive when problems arrive. By volunteering for
events with CRAF I’ve had the opportunity to work with people pursuing common
interests, as well as network with industry leaders who’ve enriched my education.

Milla O. Naylor Scholarship Fund, CRA Board of Directors Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Summer Rahim
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Being Guyanese and Amerindian, the food I grew up with was unique and shaped
my tastes in food as of today. The years I spent at OCSA’s ProStart program
truly inspired me to be in the hospitality industry to become successful while still
enjoying what I love to do.

M. Dariotis Scholarship, Mark Giovanini Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Thomas Kello
CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Hospitality Management has always been a passion of mine since I was six or
seven years old. I was exposed to the restaurant industry through my family and
their love and passion for food. One day I dream of being the chef/owner of my
own restaurant.

CRA Fresno Chapter Endowment, American Express Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Get involved: calrestfoundation.org • @crafoundation • @restaurants_care
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2020 GALARDI
GROUP, INC.
The Galardi Group awarded $52,000 in scholarships to 14 students.
Let’s hear what our scholars have to say:

Autumn Gilmore

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

Being driven and setting career goals has kept me afloat during the trying times at
California State University, Long Beach. This scholarship will help me to achieve my
goal to soar above ordinariness and become the most triumphant version of myself
in the future.

Cameron Wilken

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN MARCOS

My father has owned a Wienerschnitzel for 25 years. Serving others has been
something I have done in my community since I was very young and plan to
continue throughout my life. It is very important to help others and I believe the
younger you start, the more likely you are to continue throughout your life.

Connor Rolland

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, FULLERTON

“Serving Food to Serve Others” revolves around giving others an experience to
enrich their lives. The act of giving to others creates your own joy as well, and I
want to create experiences similar to the ones that enriched my life as a service
towards others.

Emory Saul

THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON

Having a strong, successful influence in my life like my dad has pushed me to
pursue goals outside of my comfort zone: choosing biology as my future career
path. In the future I hope to find a career doing research on mitigating the effects
climate change has on different biological communities.

Get involved: calrestfoundation.org • @crafoundation • @restaurants_care
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Erica Brandon

FRESNO CITY COLLEGE

I’ve been a Team Leader at Wienerschnitzel for almost 4 years. Working here, I have
met so many different people that have made me appreciate what I have and realize
how important it is to give back. When I work the drive thru, I want my voice to make
the guest feel like they are talking to a friend not just someone taking their order.

Hamza Tanvir

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA BARBARA

My family and I arrived in 2009 from Pakistan searching for a life with more
opportunities. By continuing my education, I will also accomplish what nobody in
my family has been able to do: reach stability. I want people to be able to look at
me and think that they too can accomplish their dreams and go to college.

Jasmine Hadad

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN BERNARDINO

I have found influence in many ways in my life, primarily though my mom and
dad, and the decision to pursue my education and career comes from a place
of necessity, love and concern. I am passionate about learning about the human
body and science has really opened my mind!

Jolie Koegeboehn

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SANTA CRUZ

Galardi Group focuses on putting the customer first, and that value exemplifies what
has driven me to focus on the business field. I hope to one day be an impactful leader
in the food service industry and continue to lead with compassion, determination,
and enthusiasm.

Leyan Elkatat

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, RIVERSIDE

I helped my mom as she worked at Wienerschnitzel and I was welcomed into a new
family. I started to acquire many skills such as leadership, customer service, and
being able to serve others. In doing so I was able to build such a great connection
with my customers and my co-workers and handle almost any situation.

Get involved: calrestfoundation.org • @crafoundation • @restaurants_care
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Mariano Colao

CALIFORNIA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

My goal is to continue to develop myself so that I can be armed with the knowledge
to be more effective in persuading and influencing the people I interact with to
make a bigger impact. I believe a great leader masters more than one leadership
style and can quickly adapt to each situation and in a rapidly changing environment.

Marissa Brandon

FRESNO CITY AND CLOVIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

What makes Wienerschnitzel such a great place to work are the people. I really enjoy
serving them our great food and putting a smile on their faces. I have a lot of regulars
and I love knowing their orders before they say anything. I feel like at Wienerschnitzel
we are a family and we truly care about each other. It is a unique place to work!

Mckenna Voisin

NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

Hospitality means so much to me and has shaped me as a person. I am so thankful for
the opportunity to be a part of this amazing organization, and I hope I can continue to
grow through the foundation. I am beyond honored for this award and cannot express
enough how thankful I am for their investment in my educational dreams.

Riley Saul

SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY

Galardi Group Inc. donates a percentage of their profits to charity, which really inspires
me to help in my own community. One thing I want to do in my own career path in
fashion is shop as much as I can at thrift stores that donate to charities, which also
lessens the revenue made by fast fashion companies that might neglect their employees.

Ruby Kaur

SIERRA COLLEGE

With the help this scholarship, I can go to school to pursue my dream job; being a
pediatric nurse. I will be able to help others by providing patients with strong resources
to improve their health issues. Seeing children happy and healthy motivates me to
make a difference in other’s lives by helping them become their best.

Get involved: calrestfoundation.org • @crafoundation • @restaurants_care
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