
What inspired my passion for culinary 
arts was that when I was little, I would 
cook with my dad and eventually  
when I got the chance to participate  
in catering events and competitions  
in high school, it became something  
I loved doing. Just being able to create 
connections and use my imagination 
with the dishes and just making it 
my own felt like you could just do 
anything no matter what. 
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What inspires me to be a part of  
the restaurant industry is the impact 
that I can have on the people I serve. 
Coming from a family of industry 
members, I’ve gotten to see firsthand 
how food has the power to bring 
people together, which has made me 
so passionate about the idea of being 
the person behind the smiles it brings. 
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My inspiration for culinary arts 
revolves primarily around the room  
for growth that the industry brings.  
It feels like the more I put in, the  
more I get out of it. I have always  
been drawn to the grind it brings  
and the lengths it can take someone. 
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My passion for culinary arts isn’t 
entirely for the food unlike most 
people. Although I do love great 
food, I love seeing the different vibes 
of restaurants and the variety of 
atmospheres. I hope that one day  
I can help bring someone’s dream 
restaurant to life, maybe even my own.  
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I have always been drawn into cooking.  
I can’t exactly pinpoint a specific occurrence 
or person that pushed me into pursuing 
this industry. But my love for culinary has 
exponentially grown the more I have been 
exposed to the endless possibilities of both 
culinary and hospitality. Of course, I have 
to express my gratitude to my parents for 
continuously encouraging my dreams and 
cheering me on. 

brandenbranden

PROSTART STUDENT



Ever since I was a kid, I’ve aspired to 
make people happy. And the way that 
I make people happy is through my 
passion for cooking. I love bringing 
people together and making people 
have an immersive experience through 
my food.

julianjulian

PROSTART STUDENT



My love for food and cooking comes 
from making pancakes every Sunday 
night with my mom growing up. She 
used to let me “help” ever since I was 
really little and I loved it. When I went  
to high school, I was inspired to take  
the ProStart class and ended up here.
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What inspired me to continue with 
culinary was the passion I saw in the 
art. Many of the people who work in 
the field truly love what they do and 
enjoy watching others eat the food 
they prepare. I would love to one day 
be able to share my love for cooking 
and my passion for hospitality. 
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I have always known I wanted to 
be a chef. Growing up, movies like 
Ratatouille and The Princess and 
the Frog were always my favorite. 
My mom inspired me to do what 
makes me happy. All these things 
have pushed my dream and love for 
culinary arts further.
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What inspired my passion for culinary 
arts is how food brings people together 
and creates memorable experiences. 
I’ve always loved being creative, 
working in fast-paced environments, 
and seeing how something I make can 
genuinely make someone’s day better.
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My aunt inspired my passion for cooking. 
She would always cook for me. My mom 
got me a baking kit right before my aunt 
passed. I held onto that and it’s what got 
me started in the kitchen, since then my 
love for the culinary arts has only grown.
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My passion for culinary arts began at 
a young age when I loved helping my 
mom cook in our kitchen at home. 
However, it was my culinary arts class 
that truly sparked my interest and 
set me on this path. Through these 
experiences, I fell even more in love 
with cooking. 
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