
Thank you so much for believing in me and my goals.

XARIEYA MITCHELL  |  SAN DIEGO MESA COLLEGE

CRA San Diego Chapter Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Through ProStart and working in different restaurants, it solidified 
my desire to be a part of the hospitality industry, but my interest really 
started when I was watching shows like Triple D when I was young.

EMMA KOJONROJ  |  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 

Guy Fieri Foundation

2025 California Restaurant Foundation

Scan QR Code or visit CalRestFoundation.org to Learn More

Thank you California Restaurant Foundation and ProStart. 

I don’t know where I’d be without you.

CHRISTINA JONES  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
     UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Wendy Armour Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Since I was young, my mom taught me how to cook traditional 
Japanese dishes, sharing recipes that have been passed down 
through our family for generations. Her love for cooking is what 
inspired my own passion for culinary and hospitality.

ASHLEY AYUMI FEICK  |  CAL STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH

M Dariotis Scholarship Fund

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

$177,650 in co-branded scholarships awarded to 83 STUDENTS

= PROSTART ALUM

This scholarship brings me one step closer to turning my dream 
into a reality.

CARLOS CANIL  |  THE CULINARY INSTITUTE OF AMERICA

CRF Executive Mentorship Program



I’m a student who loves building lasting memories through food, 
and this scholarship helps to offset some of the financial burden 
so that I can focus entirely on developing in this profession.

ARECELI MONRAZ  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
     UNIVERSITY, POMONA

CRA Los Angeles Chapter Scholarship Fund, 
CRA Building Scholarship Fund

The CRF Scholarship will allow me to continue this dream of mine 
and grow it in the world of hospitality.

CESAR ALESSANDRO MACHADO GARCIA  |  SAN FRANCISCO 
           STATE UNIVERSITY

CRF Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

My commitment to furthering my education wouldn’t have been 

possible without the generosity of the Guy Fieri Foundation.

EMILY LEO  |  CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Guy Fieri Foundation

I am incredibly grateful to the generous donors who made this 
CRF scholarship possible. 

BRANDON J OCEGUERA  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
      UNIVERSITY, POMONA

CRA Building Scholarship Fund

I was inspired to pursue a career in hospitality by my parents, 
who are both working in the industry, and by the community that 
I have grown up in, which is dependent on tourism.

SARAH KENNY  |  CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, MONTEREY BAY

Balestreri & Cutino Scholarship Fund, Kieran Collins “Casey” Burke 
Scholarship Fund

Thank you California Restaurant Foundation for all of your support! 
The impact the ProStart program has made on my life is truly remarkable, 
as it’s allowed me to find my love for the hospitality industry.

CHARLI PADILLA  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC
          UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Wendy Armour Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund, 
CRF Executive Mentorship Program

= PROSTART ALUM



I hope you know how much this scholarship means to people 
like me.

SARAH CHIAROMONTE  |  CAL STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH

Rolf Lewis CCA Scholarship Fund

The support of the CRF fuels my motivation every day.

SKYLAR DRYDEN  |  SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

CRA San Diego Chapter Scholarship Fund, 
CRA Building Scholarship Fund

What inspired me to pursue a career in hospitality is my heart for 

service and a passion for creating memorable experiences.

REBECCA LUTTON  |  CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, 
     MONTEREY BAY

Guy Fieri Foundation

Thank you for helping me get a few steps closer to achieving 
my goal. 

ANTHONY BRYSON  |  LONG BEACH CITY COLLEGE

CRF Scholarship Fund

The hospitality industry has become my home, and I am 
determined to pursue a full-time career in hospitality operations 
post-graduation.

EVELYN WU  |  CORNELL UNIVERSITY

CRA Orange County Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

The burden of paying for each semester has been one of my 
greatest hurdles. Your scholarship brings relief not only for me, 
but also for my parents.

MICHELLE MARTINEZ  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC
                 UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Milla O. Naylor Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

= PROSTART ALUM



Upon graduation, I plan to have a career in hospitality 
management focused in the food and beverage industry.

JAMIE CABRERA-BRISENO  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
          UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Galardi Group Inc. Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Growing up hosting bake sales in my neighborhood and being 
surrounded by food, it’s always been a passion of mine to work in 
the culinary industry.

HANNAH DROMGOOLE  |  OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

CRA Orange County Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Experiencing my mother’s passion for cooking growing up and 

ultimately learning the ropes under my high school teacher inspired 

me to pursue hospitality and culinary arts. 

ALEJANDRO HERAS  |  AMERICAN RIVER COLLEGE

CRA Sacramento Scholarship Fund

I wanted to pursue the hospitality industry due to an interest in 
creating unforgettable experiences and making memories for others.

SAM KIMBALL  |  CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund

My passion for hospitality began at a young age in the kitchen 
with my grandmother, where I fell in love with culinary arts and 
creating memorable experiences for others.

ANNA HARDY  |  CORNELL UNIVERSITY

David C Tallichet, Jr./Specialty Restaurants Scholarship Fund,
Keurig Dr Pepper Scholarship Fund

Growing up, food was always a symbol of love, resilience, and 
culture to me. That deep connection inspired me to pursue a career 
in hospitality and culinary arts.

BREANNA BARRERA  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC
               UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Guy Fieri Foundation

= PROSTART ALUM



This scholarship will help me continue my studies while gaining 
real-world experience.

TIRA SMITH  |  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 

Guy Fieri Foundation

Growing up in a Vietnamese refugee family where I helped my 

mother run a catering business out of our home kitchen has been 

my biggest source of inspiration. 

KRYSTLE MONTGOMERY  |  THE CULINARY INSTITUTE 
      OF AMERICA

CRA San Diego Chapter Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Your faith in my potential makes me want to work harder, give back 
to my community, and honor your investment while pushing myself to 
be better every day.

ISIAH GREENE  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC
      UNIVERSITY, POMONA

CRA Los Angeles Chapter Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

The hospitality world has opened so many doors for me 
and fueled my love for community, good food, experiences 
and creativity.

BROOKE WENGER  |  CAL STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH

Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund

As someone who fell in love with hospitality at a young age, this 
scholarship means more to me than words can express, it’s a reminder 
that my dreams are seen, supported, and believed in. 

SYDNEY TATEVOSSIAN  |  SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

GoodSource Solutions Scholarship Fund

= PROSTART ALUM

From a young age, my interest in pursuing a career in the hospitality 
industry was sparked by the memorable trips my dad and I would 
take together. 

DREW WILSON  |  SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund, CRA San Diego Chapter Scholarship Fund



The CRF scholarship will impact my future by covering tuition 
for my classes and allowing me to have more experiences.

ABBY HAHN  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
          UNIVERSITY, POMONA

Don & Dolly Karcher Scholarship Fund, Mark A. Giovanini 
Scholarship Fund

From the deepest part of my heart I thank you for the opportunity 
to further my education and show the world what I'm capable of. 

JAREN TSENG  |  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 

CRF Executive Mentorship Program

I always thought I wasn’t lucky enough to be selected for a 

scholarship, but now my dreams have come true. I am truly 

grateful for the scholarship.

KIMBERLEY VELA  |  LONG BEACH CITY COLLEGE

CRA Board of Directors Scholarship Fund

The versatility, flexibility, and creativity of the hospitality industry 
inspired me to pursue a career in it. 

EDWINA KAGUHI  |  JOHNSON AND WALES UNIVERSITY

Arthur Wynne Scholarship Fund

Your investment inspires me to work harder. Thank you for believing 
in me and my journey.

CARLO RODAS  |  CAL STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH

CRF Scholarship Fund, CRA Building Scholarship Fund

Cooking has always been my passion, shaped by years spent growing 
up in kitchens and seeing firsthand how food connects people.

COOPER WONG  |  UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS 

Don & Dolly Karcher Scholarship Fund, American Express Scholarship Fund

= PROSTART ALUM



This scholarship will help me continue my education and eventually 
open my own restaurant to share my passion with the world.

GISELA RAMIREZ  |  CERRITOS COLLEGE

CRF Scholarship Fund

As a passionate student of hospitality and culinary arts, this 

opportunity brings me closer to my dream of becoming a global 

leader in the hospitality industry.

ELVA GONZALEZ  |  CAL STATE UNIVERSITY LONG BEACH

CRA Building Scholarship Fund

From a young age, I was inspired by my family’s dedication to the 
restaurant and event industry, which sparked my love for hospitality 
and memory-making.

PAIGE VIGILETTI  |  SAN DIEGO STATE UNIVERSITY

GoodSource Solutions Scholarship Fund

This scholarship not only lightens my financial load but also 
motivates me to excel academically and contribute meaningfully 
to the field of hospitality.

MEGHAN CAREY  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC 
         UNIVERSITY, POMONA

CRA Fresno Chapter Scholarship Fund, 
Tom & Karen Ferdinandi Scholarship Fund

= PROSTART ALUM

This scholarship will help me focus more on school while also supporting 
learning opportunities outside the classroom—like staging, research, and 
community engagement—that are essential to my growth as a chef.

RODNEY SMITH  |  DREXEL UNIVERSITY

CRF Scholarship Fund



= PROSTART ALUM

I’m truly grateful for this scholarship and excited to pay it forward 
in the industry.

ANDREANA FRANGOS  |  CORNELL UNIVERSITY

Guy Fieri Foundation

I’ve always had a love and passion for cooking, and after 
participating in the ProStart program, I committed to pursuing 
a career in the restaurant industry. 

CHRISTIAN KAVAK  |  CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC  
                                  UNIVERSITY, POMONA

David C Tallichet, Jr. / Specialty Restaurants Scholarship Fund, 
CRA Building Scholarship Fund


